
 

 

 
Term One, Week 9 

March 24th, 2025 

#9 
From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families, 
 

Last week, we celebrated Catholic Education Week with a range of incredible activities and opportunities for 

our students. On Monday, our Year 5/6 students had the exciting chance to take part in a surfing lesson at 

Torquay with Go Ride a Wave. This experience was about much more than just learning to surf—it was a 

lesson in resilience, water safety, and embracing new challenges. Students had the opportunity to test their 

skills in the ocean, face the waves with determination, and develop their confidence in a new and exhilarating 

environment. 
 

Our Religious Education Leaders guided the school in a special St 

Patrick's Day liturgy, a moment of reflection and gratitude for the legacy 

of St Patrick. St Patrick’s Day holds a significant place in the Catholic 

calendar, commemorating the patron saint of Ireland, who played a 

crucial role in spreading Christianity. It is a day that reminds us of the 

power of faith, perseverance, and service to others—values that are at the 

heart of Catholic Education. During the celebrations, we also announced 

the winner of our lolly jar competition, with a correct guess of 516. 

Congratulations to Quinn on the fantastic estimation! 
 

Wednesday was a particularly meaningful day for our Social Justice and 

School Captains, who embarked on a pilgrimage alongside 

representatives from all 20 Catholic primary schools of Geelong. This 

reflective and educational journey took them to significant historical sites 

connected to the Catholic faith. The day began at the Eastern Cemetery, 

where we were welcomed with a traditional smoking ceremony before 

engaging in a historical reflection on the Catholic section of the cemetery. 

From there, students walked to the Geelong Gaol, where they learned about the role of Catholic sisters in 

providing education to children in challenging times. The journey continued to St Mary’s Hall before 

culminating in a shared Mass at St Mary’s Basilica, led by Father Jude. The day concluded with a presentation 

from Julia from The Village (formerly Geelong Mums) at St Mary’s Football Club, highlighting the importance 

of community support and service. It was an incredible experience for both staff and students, and a privilege to 

take part in this pilgrimage during the Year of Jubilee in Catholic Education Week. 
 

On Friday, our School Leaders and RE Leaders traveled to Melbourne to represent our school at a special Mass 

at St Patrick’s Cathedral. This was followed by a visit to the gardens, where they joined in the wider 

celebrations of Catholic Education Week. It was a truly enriching and inspiring week, filled with opportunities 

for faith, learning, and leadership. 

…continued over 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children 
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in 
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  

    



 

 
 

Leadership and Management News   

Next week, leadership opportunities continue as our School Captains attend the Annual Youth Conference at 

the Melbourne Convention Centre. This event will provide them with a chance to engage with inspiring 

speakers, connect with other young leaders, and explore ways to make a positive impact in their school and 

community. Meanwhile, our Sustainability Leaders will attend the Melbourne International Flower and Garden 

Show, where they will learn more about sustainable practices, environmental stewardship, and creative ways to 

incorporate sustainability into our school. These are incredible opportunities for both our students and staff, 

reinforcing our commitment to leadership, learning, and a brighter future. 
 

A reminder to our families that while our Prep students are collected from the playground, this area, including 

the sandpit, is unsupervised by staff after school. We kindly ask that students refrain from using the sandpit and 

that parents actively supervise their children if they wish to play on the playground equipment. Additionally, 

Kelly Club will begin using the outdoor space from 3:30pm, so we appreciate your support in ensuring a 

smooth transition for their program. Thank you for your cooperation in keeping our school environment safe 

and well-managed. 
 

Wishing everyone a fantastic rest of the week! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Please note the change of date for the upcoming board meeting from  

this Tuesday to next week Tuesday April 1st. Thank you.  
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Calendar of Events  (new items in bold) 

Term One 
March 

Tuesday, March 25th  SEDA sports sessions for Years One to Six 

Wednesday, March 26th Sustainability Group visiting Melbourne Garden Show 

Year 1/2 Excursion to Botanical Gardens 

    Student Leadership Conference - selected students 

Thursday, March 27th  School Photos 

Friday, March 28th  Assembly Yr 1/2 - 9.15am 

      Cross Country 

    Parents & Friends Special Lunch 

Monday, March 31st  Project Compassion boxes due back to the office 

    School tour - 10am 

April 
Tuesday, April 1st   School Board - 7pm 

SEDA sports sessions for Years One to Six  

Wednesday, April 2nd   Coins for Caritas - 2.30pm 

    P&F - 7pm in the staffroom 

    AFL Girls 9s 

Thursday, April 3rd  Whole School Athletics Day 

Friday, April 4th  Assembly Prep - 9.15am 

    Last day of Term One - 1.30pm dismissal. Casual clothes 
 

Term Two 
April 

Monday, April 21st   Easter Monday public holiday 

Tuesday, April 22nd  Term Two begins 

Friday, April 25th  ANZAC DAY public holiday 

May 

Tuesday, May 6th  School Board 7pm 
Tuesday, May 13th   P-2 Incursion: Responsible Pet Education  

Wednesday, May 21st  National Simultaneous Storytime 12noon  

June 

Monday, June 9th  King’s Birthday public holiday 

Tuesday, June 10th  School Closure Day - Staff PL 

Tuesday, June 24th  School Board 7pm 

July 

Friday, July 4th  Term Two ends - 1.30pm dismissal 
 

Term Three 
July 

Monday, July 21st  School Closure Day - Staff PL 

Tuesday, July 22nd  Students begin Term Three 

August 
Tuesday, August 5th  School Board 7pm 

Tuesday, August 12th Book Fair Week 

Wednesday, August 13th Emmaus Meal 5.30pm 

Monday, August 18th  Book Week begins ‘Book an Adventure’ 

Sunday, August 31st  Sacrament of First Eucharist 2.30pm 
 



 

 
 

Calendar of Events   

Term Three cont. 
September 

Tuesday, September 9th School Board 7pm 

Friday, September 19th Term Three ends. 1.30pm dismissal 
 

Term Four 
October 

Monday, October 6th  School Closure Day - Staff PL 

Tuesday, October 7th  Students begin Term Four 

Tuesday, October 21st  School Board 7pm 

November 

Monday, November 3rd  School Closure Day 

Tuesday, November 4th Melbourne Cup Public holiday 

Wed-Fri, Nov 5th-7th  Year 5/6 students at Camp Kangaroobie 

Monday, November 10th Year 5/6 only, student free day (TIL staff day) 

Tuesday, November 11th Remembrance Day 

Wednesday, November 12th Penance Preparation Family Evening 5.30pm 

Thursday, November 20th Sacrament of Penance 12 noon 

December 

Friday, December 5th  School Closure Day - Staff PL 

Tuesday, December 9th School Board 7pm 

Monday, December 15th Year 6 Graduation 

Tuesday, December 16th End of Term Four 1.30pm dismissal 
 

Barefoot Bowls Thank you! 
 

We wish to acknowledge and thank the following businesses for their support with catering for our event:  

East Geelong Quality Butchers                   Ann Chi Em Vietnamese Restaurant  

East Fruit Market                         Bakers Delight Newcombe  
 

Thank you to the following businesses for their 

generous donations:  

Sailors Rest 

The Range 

Mi Shells Seafood 

Stiengan  

Bakers Delight Newcomb  

MOPA (Museum of Play and Art) 

The Finn Salon 

Questioning Autumn  

Winston and Co Cafe  

Bounce 

Routleys  

Okay VA & Creative Solutions  

Limeburners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We appreciate the time and dedication 

of the P & F for organising this event 

and their tireless work to contribute and 

enhance our school for every student! 
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As I reflect on this 

day, I am grateful for 

the simple things: the 

warmth of the sun, the 

fresh air, and the 

opportunity to connect 

with others. I am 

thankful for the people 

who have helped me, 

the lessons I've 

learned, and the 

beauty of the world 

around me.   
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