
 

 

 
Term Three, Week 2 

July 22nd, 2024 

#22 
From Susan’s Desk  Leadership and Management News 

Dear Families,   
 

Last Friday our FIRE Carrier Student Leaders led us through our NAIDOC Assembly. They shared with us 

their journey so far this year, and the development of the St Margaret's Convent and the Commissioning 

Ceremony. It was a time to reflect and celebrate the culture of Indigenous Australia and share the achievements 

of our FIRE Carriers. Their dedication and passion for this leadership position is evident. They also shared with 

us information about our Book Swap happening during book week. A flyer outlining this is attached to the 

newsletter. They also informed us that we raised almost $200 for Opening the Door foundation with our end of 

term pyjama day.   

                                  
Last week, we farewelled Luca and Raffaello Natale, who are embarking on an exciting adventure with their 

family to experience life in Italy. We wish them a wonderful time ahead and look forward to hearing about their 

travels. I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Gian Natale for his time, support, and commitment to 

our School Advisory Council. Gian made a valuable contribution to our school community on the board, and I 

would like to express our gratitude for his service. 
 

Thank you to those that were able to come and help out distributing our cookie dough! There were many 

delicious cookies in the student's lunch boxes the next day. Thanks to the P&F for continuing to support our 

school with creative and yummy fundraising ideas!  
 

The St Mary’s Parish Feast Day will take place on July 28th. The BBQ will be served from 11:30 am, and the 

Got Talent Show will begin at 2:00pm. Enjoy a free BBQ sausage sizzle, free raffle, free face painting, free 

Café Light tea/coffee/treats, and the free St. Mary’s Got Talent event. Everything is free, but if possible and 

without any stress, we kindly request a gold coin donation. All donations received will go towards the Parish 

Pantry. 
 

Don’t forget to join us this Tuesday for our Grandparents’ Day Mass and to share a toastie from the Cheer 

truck. We look forward to celebrating and thanking our grandparents and all they do for us!  
 

Please take the time to check the calendar as new dates have been added in for the term. 
 

Have a great week. 

Susan 
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional owners of the land that St Margaret's is located on, 
the Wathaurong people. We pay our respects to Elders past, present and emerging 

and acknowledge the importance of Aboriginal culture in all the work we do. 
  
 

All students attending St Margaret's Primary School have the right to feel safe. The care, safety and wellbeing of children 
and young people is a fundamental responsibility of all within our school. St Margaret's is a culturally safe environment in 
which the diverse and unique identities and experiences of all children and young people are respected and valued.  

    



 

 
 

Calendar of Events   (new items in bold) 

 

Term 3 
July 

Tuesday, July 23rd    P&F lunch - Cheer Truck  

Tuesday, July 23rd    Grandparents’ Day & Mass 12pm 

Thursday, July 25th  School Review Day 1 

Friday, July 26th    TeeBall Comp - 5/6 selected students 

Friday, July 26th    Assembly - Year 5/6 presenting 

Monday, July 29th  Year 5/6 Railway Incursion 

Tuesday, July 30th   P-2 Prayers in Pyjamas 5.30-6.30pm 

Tuesday, July 30th   School Board 7pm 
 

August  
Thursday, August 1st   District Athletics at Goldsworthy; selected students 

Friday, August 2nd   Whole School Green & Gold Day (Olympics)  

Monday, August 5th-9th Matific Math Olympiad  

Wednesday, August 7th Emmaus Meal for students making First Eucharist - 6pm 

Thursday, August 8th   Australian Maths Competition Years 3-6 

Thursday, August 8th   Feast Day Mary of the Cross; 3-6 Mass, 12pm 

Friday, August 9th   ICT Leaders Excursion 

Friday, August 9th   Assembly - Year 3/4 presenting 

Monday, August 12th   School Review Day 2 

Monday, August 12th-16th Book Week 

Wednesday, August 14th  Book Week Dress-up day. Theme: "Reading is Magic" 

Thursday, August 15th  Great Book Swap: Indigenous Literacy Foundation 

Thursday, August 15th  School Review Day 3 

Friday, August 16th    School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Sunday, August 18th    Sacrament of First Eucharist; St Mary's Basilica, 2.30pm 

Monday, August 19th  3 way conversations 2-6pm 

Tuesday, August 20th  3 way conversations 4-6pm 

Friday, August 23rd    Assembly - Year 1/2 presenting 

Monday, August 26th  Smile Patrol Dental 

Monday, August 26th-30th Year 3/4 Swimming Programme 

Thursday, August 29th  Prep/1/2 Liturgy 10.15am 

Friday, August 30th   Donuts with Dad - 8am 

    Raffle draw 

    Father’s Day Stall 

Saturday, August 31st   P&F Bake Sale  
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Calendar of Events   (new items in bold) 

 

September 
Monday, September 2nd-5th  Year 5/6 Swimming Programme 

Tuesday, September 3rd   School Board 7pm 

Tuesday, September 3rd  Bravehearts Incursion Prep & 1/2 PB 

Wednesday, September 4th  Bravehearts Incursion 1/2 TB & 1/2 JB 

Thursday, September 5th Year 5/6 Rail Project Incursion 

Thursday, September 5th School Review Day 4 

Friday, September 6th   Italian Day   

    P&F pizza lunch 

Friday, September 6th   Assembly - Prep presenting 

Thursday, September 12th  R U OK? - Wear a touch of yellow  

Thursday, September 19th Footy Colours Day; Gold Coin donation.  

    P&F Pie lunch 

    Longest kick event 

Tuesday, September 20th  Final day of Term 3; 1.30pm dismissal - Sports uniform 
 

Term 4 
October 

Monday, October 7th   First Day of Term 4 

Tuesday, October 15th  School Board 7pm 

Friday, October 18th   P&F special lunch 

Monday, October 21st  School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday, October 29th Year 5/6 ONLY Student Free Day (staff TIL day for camp) 

Wednesday, October 30th  Year 5/6 Camp - Anglesea (until Friday, November 1st) 
 

November  
Monday, November 4th  School Closure Day 

Tuesday, November 5th  Melbourne Cup public holiday 

Wednesday, November 6th-8th Prep Swimming Programme 

Thursday, November 7th  Year 3 /4 Sleep Over 

Friday, November 8th  P&F Special lunch  

Monday, November 11th-15th Year 1/2 Swimming Programme 

Thursday, November 28th   Sacrament of First Reconciliation: 12 noon (please note change) 
 

December 

Friday, December 6th   School Closure Day - Staff Professional Learning 

Tuesday, December 10th  School Board 7pm 

Thursday, December 12th  Whole School Carols Evening 

Tuesday, December 17th   Final day of Term 4. 1.30pm dismissal 

Prayer for Families 

Loving God, 

We thank you for the gift of families.  We ask your blessing on all families today 

and always.  Be with us in our daily life together.  Be our guide in times of 

challenge.  Be our strength in times of difficulty.  Be our joy in times of delight.  

Help our families to grow stronger in your love and show us how to love one 

another, as you have loved us.  Amen. 
 



 

 
 

Curriculum News   
 

 

Come on the journey with us… 
 

This week we continue our journey in the Science of Reading and  move towards some changes in the literacy 

block. These changes allow us to include important elements such as, the practice of daily review, explicit 

teaching of phonics and phonemic awareness, spelling/morphology, fluency, syntax (the arrangement of words 

and phrases) at the sentence and paragraph level, vocabulary, comprehension and handwriting. This means we 

are constantly adapting to meet the needs of our students by putting targeted, teaching strategies and routines in 

place.  

 

Our intention at St Margaret's this year has been to, strategically and deliberately roll out elements of research 

based instruction that align with the Science of Reading in a new Structured Literacy Block. Skills are explicitly 

and directly taught to students with clear, step by step explanations, examples and modelling of examples using 

an ‘I do, We do, You do’ approach. This teacher-led instruction also enables teachers to provide in time and 

targeted feedback directly to students. 

 

‘Explicit teaching is an approach that recognises learning something new - like reading, spelling, writing, 

mathematics, tying shoelaces- requires explicit step by step instruction and lots of practice.”  

Associate Professor, Dr Lorraine Hammond, Early Childhood Expert 

 

In term One we introduced 10 minutes of handwriting instruction across the school. Term Two was all about 

fluency and the repeated reading of familiar texts. Now in Term Three, we look to build in the practice of daily 

review into the first 15 minutes of the school day after homeroom. 

 

In the next few weeks we will share with you what a daily review session looks like in each of the classes so 

that you can discuss this at home with your child.  

 

 



 

 

 
 

Wellbeing News    

 
 



 

 
 

Library News    
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